Palliative care in the community for children with cancer in South East England.
In-depth interviews and discussions were held with 40 different professionals in South East England involved in managing palliative care for children with cancer in the community. Participants included paediatric oncologists and outreach nurse specialists in tertiary centres, paediatricians in shared care units, children's community nurses, general practitioners, social workers and child psychologists. The research examined palliative care services available in the region, exploring attitudes to both current provision and possible service improvements. Providing palliative care in the community involves multi-agency collaboration and the study highlighted a range of different approaches to case management with the diversity of resources available. Key improvements proposed by health-care professionals included: better communication and liaison between all the professionals involved; clearer allocation of roles and responsibilities; 24-hour availability of specialist advice on palliative care for children with cancer; faster access to social work and psychology services at the community level; continuity of nursing and respite care. The provision of specialist local palliative care services for children with cancer was generally rejected. The participants favoured improving community palliative care for all children with life-limiting or life-threatening conditions with community nursing teams providing continuity of care and outreach nurses providing specialist advice and support.